


EVENT OUTLINE  
12 :00 pm Keynote Address

Connect ing the Dots :
F inding the Way to
MT-BC   

1 :00 pm Student Presentat ion
Lis ten ,  Breath ,  Move :  
A Student ’ s  Exper ience
Conduct ing a Music
Therapy and
Movement Workshop
for Informal Caregivers

1 :45 pm Student Presentat ion
Developing a P i lo t
Vir tua l  Bereavement
Program for Adul ts  as
Intern

Event access, click here to join 2023 Passages! 

https://amta-u.thinkific.com/order?ct=b1fa7de5-3d6c-4c12-8fe5-a5fcb39f4653
https://amta-u.thinkific.com/order?ct=b1fa7de5-3d6c-4c12-8fe5-a5fcb39f4653


Thank you
to our event partners



Keynote Presentation
Connect ing the Dots :  F inding the Way to MT-BC

The music therapy f ield is an inspiring, creative and
innovate space that is growing worldwide every day.
Students often look at the futures with excitement as they
anticipate the l ives they wil l  impact through their music
therapy career.  However,  being a board-certif ied music
therapist is not easy. From unpaid internships and
competit ive job opportunit ies to being underpaid and the
constant need for advocacy, the path to music therapy work
is rarely clear or simple to navigate.  New music therapy
professionals and MTPT Podcast hosts,  Danniel le Caldwell
and Morgan Maxwell  discuss challenges that music
therapists face as they transit ion from student to intern,
intern to professional,  and professional to the beyond. By
sharing their experiences and the lessons they learned the
hard way, Danniel le and Morgan wil l  disclose how they
connected the dots through their transit ion into MT-BC and
how they continue to manage l i fe as board certif ied music
therapists.  The authentic discussion wil l  equip music
therapy students with knowledge and tangible steps to cope
through their own transit ion as they navigate the leap from
student to professional.



Keynote Presentation
Meet your  keynote presenters!  

Morgan Maxwell, MT-BC, NICU-MT she/her

Dannielle Caldwell, MT-BC she/her

Dannielle is a board certified music therapist in Jacksonville, FL, where
she lives with her husband Tyler and precious dog, Joy! Dannielle is a
pediatric music therapist working in hematology/oncology and
behavioral health, and has been working at her children's hospital for a
little over a year. Dannielle additionally just celebrated the 2 year
anniversary of being board certified, and has developed a love/hate
relationship with navigating the world of being a new professional. In
addition to practicing music therapy, Dannielle has a passion for music
therapy students, leading her to create Music Therapy Education Now, a
social media page dedicated to music therapy education and advocacy,
and co-host the Music Till Proven Therapy Podcast. Lastly, Dannielle is
pursuing her Masters of Music Therapy at Texas Woman's University,
and looks forward to continuing her growth as a music therapist

Morgan Maxwell is a medical music therapist who specializes in critical
care, medically complex patients, and individuals with ASD. Morgan’s
passion in music therapy is founded in helping individuals feel seen and
known. She is in the process of obtaining her Master’s Degree in Music
Therapy from Duquesne University. Morgan actively advocates in and
outside of her hospital system, supporting music therapy on a
community level. She is the cohost of MTPT Pod, a podcast created to
support the gap from student to professional. She works in the Pediatric
Intensive Care Unit, Cardiovascular Intensive Care Unit, and Outpatient
Behavioral Health areas. Her current position allows her to engage in
program development, direct patient care, and peer supervision.
Through her work as a Board Certified Music Therapist, she honors her
passion for pediatric patients and their families.



Student  Presentation

Maggie Ford, she/her

Listen,  Breath,  Move:  A Student ’s
Exper ience Conduct ing a  Music  Therapy
and Movement Workshop for  Informal

Caregivers

This  presentat ion descr ibes  the exper ience of  an Undergraduate
Research Ass istant  (URA) in  a  combined music  therapy and

gent le  movement workshop for  informal  caregivers ’  heal th and
wel lbeing,  del ivered v ia  te lehealth.  Lessons learned and
informat ion on the exper ience as  URA working with two

evidenced-based d isc ip l ines  wi l l  be descr ibed

Maggie Ford (she/her) i s  a sen ior  Music  Therapy
student at  East  Caro l ina Univers i ty with a minor
in psychology .  Maggie became interested in
mus ic  therapy as the f ie ld combined both her
love of mus ic  and the opportuni ty to work with
indiv iduals  with except ional i t ies .  Now through
her pract icum exper ience and c lass  work ,  Maggie
apprec iates us ing mus ic  for a l l  ind iv iduals  across
the l i fespan with var ious needs .  Maggie enjoyed
her t ime over the summer work ing as a mus ic
therapy undergraduate research ass i s tant on a
workshop for Informal Caregivers ca l led ,  “L is ten
Breath ,  Move” ,  where she fac i l i tated the mus ic
re laxat ion techniques such as guided breath ing
with mus ic  and mus ic -ass i s ted re laxat ion .  Maggie
was supported through the guidance of Dr .
Ste iner-Bret t ,  Ass i s tant Professor of Music
Therapy,  and Dr .  Das ,  Assoc iate Professor of
Kines io logy,  as wel l  as Ashby Dickerson ,
k ines io logy undergraduate researcher .  Outs ide of
the c lassroom, Maggies serves as the Pres ident of
the Music  Therapy Organizat ion at ECU, and
Pres ident of Student Forum of Musica l
Organizat ions in the School  of  Music .  In her free
t ime,  Maggie g ives mus ic  lessons ,  embro iders ,
dr inks lots  of  tea ,  and enjoys s ing ing with her
roommates .



Student  Presentation

Developing a  Pi lot  Vi r tua l  Bereavement Program
for  Adults  as  Intern

Program development i s  an essent ia l  sk i l l  for  music  therapists
yet  often over looked.  As i t  can be a  daunt ing process ,  we hope

to prepare music  therapy interns  to  in i t iate  programs by
present ing our  own process  in  developing a  p i lot  v i r tua l

bereavement group whi le  offer ing future suggest ions  and
direct ions  f rom interns ’  perspect ives

Rina Tabuchi, MT-BC 
(she/her)

Rina completed her mus ic  therapy internsh ip at
Mount S ina i  Beth Israe l  in NYC and was cert i f ied
th is  June .  She i s  current ly complet ing her Second
B.A.  in Psychology at Montc la i r  State Univers i ty .

She a ims to research mus ic  and the bra in through
her graduate s tudy and apply the knowledge to
c l in ica l ,  educat ional ,  and community set t ings !  

Jessie Ku, MT-BC 
(she/her)

Jess ie  Ku i s  a Board Cert i f ied Music  Therapis t  with a Master of
Arts  in Music  Therapy from New York Univers i ty .  She has a lso
rece ived a Bache lor of  Music  in P iano Performance a long with a
minor in Psychology from New York Univers i ty .  Through her
internsh ip and f ie ldwork exper iences ,  Jess ie  has worked with an
extens ive range of c l ients ,  wi tness ing the benef i t s  of  mus ic  therapy
in medica l  set t ings .  She worked with ch i ldren in acute medica l  care
dur ing her f ie ldwork p lacement at  the Chi ldren ’ s  Hospi ta l  at
Montef iore as wel l  as adul ts  in inpat ient psychiatr ic  un i ts  at  NYU
Langone .  Dur ing her internsh ip at the Louis  Armstrong Center for
Music  Therapy at Mount S ina i  Beth Israe l ,  she worked with adul t
and ger iatr i c  c l ients  in radiat ion onco logy,  inpat ient pa l l iat ive care ,
and genera l  medic ine .  Whi le work ing in pal l iat ive care ,  Jess ie  saw
the need to prov ide bereavement support  to fami ly and caregivers
of deceased pal l iat ive care pat ients .  To f i l l  the need,  she co-
deve loped a v i r tua l  bereavement group creat ing a space where
members can share the i r  fee l ings and unique gr ief  exper iences
through mus ic .  She hopes to cont inue implement ing new mus ic
therapy programs and i s  mot ivated to conduct research to further
deve lop the f ie ld and provide the best  c l in ica l  care .  



Student
Business

Please join us for our annual AMTAS
student business meetings. These

meeting will take place virtually. Visit  
AMTA-U to register for the meetings.   

Meetings will contain

VOTING

ANNOUCMENTS

CONNECTION

https://amta-u.thinkific.com/order?ct=b1fa7de5-3d6c-4c12-8fe5-a5fcb39f4653


Thank you for your support!  

We are grateful for the opportunity to continue serving the
AMTAS community through Passages 2023. With gratitude we

would like to formally thank our professional / student
presenters, event partners, executive board planners, AMTAS

advisors, and student community members.   

To continue to supporting the American Music Therapy Association Students
connect with us on  

Facebook 

Instagram 

Website http://www.amtas.org

American Music Therapy
 Association for Students

@_AMTAS_

http://www.amtas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanMusicTherapyAssociationStudents
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanMusicTherapyAssociationStudents
https://www.instagram.com/_amtas_/

